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Anatomia Metamorphosis

Luboš Plný and Anna Zemánková: Works from abcd
Collection
What is Art Brut? The Japanese Premiere of Impulsive, Cutting-edge
Artistic Expressions from the Depths of the Human Spirit
This exhibition sets out to introduce the world of European art brut (also known as
"outsider art"), providing an invaluable opportunity to better understand the essence of this
genre which has become a subject of great interest in Japan in recent years.
The term “art brut” refers to works created by people without any specialized training
in the field who are active outside of mainstream culture and society. Focusing on
approximately 100 works and related documents from abcd (art brut connaissance and
diffusion), a nonprofit organization with one of the world's leading collections of art brut,
the exhibition explores themes such as the morphology of living organisms and anatomical
transformation in the work of the Czech artists Luboš Plný (b. 1961) and Anna Zemánková
(1908-1986). The event marks the first full-fledged introduction to the artists' work ever
presented in Japan, and we trust that you will enjoy these powerful expressions that reveal
the depths of the human spirit.
In addition, we hope that you will also take this special opportunity to watch the full-length

documentary Rouge Ciel, An Essay on Art Brut, which introduces several art brut creators
and traces the history of the genre.

Luboš Plný: Born in Česká Lípa, located in the northern Czech Republic, in 1961

Luboš Plný
《Untitled》2009
collages, ink, acrylic and stamp on paper
abcd collection

From early childhood, Plný was strongly attracted to drawing and
anatomy. He dissected dead animals, observed autopsies on numerous
occasions, and obtained a license to become a gravedigger.
After graduating from elementary school, Plný trained to be an
electrical engineer and after displaying disciplinary problems during his
military service, he was sent to the psychiatric ward of a hospital and
diagnosed with schizophrenia. This inspired Plný to eagerly research psychological and medical
literature, and continually analyze himself in an effort to come to terms with his mental condition.
He later drifted from job to job, working for the railroad and in a shop before becoming a life model
at the Academy of Fine Arts in 1989. In addition to depicting his own body, Plný makes use of
material from living organisms such as blood, hair, and skin. He has recently attained a special
status among European art brut enthusiasts as a rising figure in the field.
Photo: Luboš Plný photographed by Mario del Curto, 2011

Anna Zemánková: Born in Olomouc, in the Moravia region of eastern Czech
Republic, in 1908; died in 1986

By the age of 25, Zemánková was already married and had given
birth to four children, but not long after her first son died of cancer.
Unable to recover from this tragedy, Zemánková kept pictures of the
boy's chest and an urn containing his ashes close at hand until her
death. Pouring her passion into her children, she went to great lengths
to provide them with clothing, make toys for them, and decorate their
rooms. But after they left home when Zemánková was in her mid-40s,
she grew mentally unstable, believing that she could no longer sufficiently perform her role as a
mother. Zemánková began drawing on her son's advice. Freed from the demands of housework
for a short period between dreams and reality from four to seven in the morning, Zemánková
created works with the motif of fantastic plants and flowers. Today, she is one of the most prominent
representatives of art brut in collections around the world.
Photo: Portrait of the artist (date unknown)

Anna Zemánková
《Untitled》late 1960's
pastel,acrylic color, ball-point pen and embroidery
on paper
abcd collection
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● Duration: Saturday May 26- Monday July 16, 2012
● Opening hours: 10:00-17:00 (Last Admission 16:30)
● Closed: Monday
● Admission charges: Adults 1,000 (800) yen, College Students 700 (600) yen, High School
Students 500 (400) yen *Figures in brackets ( ) are the charges for advance-purchase and
groups of 30 or more persons.
● Organized by: The Hiroshima City Museum of Contemporary Art, The Yomiuri Shimbun,
The Japan Association of Art Museums
● Co-organized by: abcd (Barbara Šafárová, Terezie Zemánková)
● Supported by: The embassy of the Czech Republic, Consulate General of France in Kyoto
and Honorary Consulate of the Czech Republic, Hiroshima Prefecture, Hiroshima Municipal
Board of Education, Hiroshima FM Broad Casting Co., Ltd., Onomichi FM Broad Casting
Co., Ltd.
● With assistance from: Lion Corporation, Shimizu Corporation, Dai Nippon Printing Co.,
Ltd., SOMPO JAPAN INSURANCE Inc.
● In cooperation with: Air France

What is Art Brut?

The French term "art brut" suggests a raw form of creation or the use of materials in their original

Luboš Plný
《Untitled》1999
ink, colored pencil and cotton with blood on paper
abcd collection

state. In English, "outsider art" is also used. Living at some remove from cultural and social
institutions, and never having received any specialized training in art, the creators begin making
their works for their own satisfaction. Inspired by a psychiatrist who became interested in the
creative work of people with mental disorders in the late 19th century, European avant-garde
artists came to focus on the trend in the 1920s. In addition to those with mental illnesses, the genre
has come to encompass the work of many other types of people, including psychics, those who
experience hallucinations, the homeless, the mentally disabled, and elderly people who teach
themselves to make art. In recent years, art brut has become an established field of avant-garde art
with specialist museums and galleries throughout the world.

What is the abcd Collection?

In 1981, the filmmaker Bruno Decharme began to collect art brut works, and in 1999, he

Anna Zemánková
《Water Flowers》early 1960's
pastel and ink on paper
abcd collection

established abcd (art brut connaissance and diffusion) as a nonprofit organization in order to
promote understanding of the genre and bring it to a wider audience. In addition to acquiring
art, the organization is actively engaged in a variety of activities related to art brut including
producing documentary films, publishing books, and holding exhibitions. The abcd collection is now
recognized as one of the most important in the world.

What is Anatomia Metamorphosis?

The title of this exhibition is intended to suggest the tendency to relentlessly dismantle and
reconstruct the forms of living organisms – a common trait in the work of both Luboš Plný and Anna
Zemánková. Although they might initially seem to be quite different, they are actually linked in as
much as the two artists share an interest in freely organizing, constructing, and connecting images
in order to transform the shape of various life forms.

Rouge Ciel, An Essay on Art Brut

This full-length documentary film, produced and directed by abcd founder Bruno Decharme in
2009, provides an informative introduction to art brut. Through a series of poetic and highly original
images, the film not only includes actual footage of several art brut creators but also explores the
essence of the form through a variety of material including interviews with people working in the
field and animated segments tracing the history of the genre. (Running time: 93 min.)
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Henry Darger
《Untitled》c.1950-60
gouache, collage and pencil on paper(double
sided)
abcd collection ©Kiyoko Lerner

