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The 8th Hiroshima Art Prize
THE ROAD OF HOPE
YOKO ONO 2011
The Hiroshima Art Prize: The ‘Spirit of Hiroshima’ from
Hiroshima the A-bomb victim

In 1989 the city of Hiroshima, first place in the world to suffer a nuclear
attack, established the Hiroshima Art Prize with the object of promoting
through art the “spirit of Hiroshima” that yearns for permanent world peace
and prosperity for all humanity. The Hiroshima City Museum of Contemporary
Art is to stage an exhibition showcasing the work of the eighth Prize winner,
Yoko Ono.

Creating new, unfettered forms of artistic expression
Sending messages of peace and love

Yoko Ono
Photo by Charlotte Muhl and Sean
Lennon, 2009
Courtesy of Yoko Ono

In a creative avant-garde career spanning over half a century, Yoko Ono,
born in Tokyo in 1933, has pushed the boundaries of art with her command
of an abundance of media including visual arts, performance, music, film and
poetry. Her works, which aim to stimulate the imagination and encourage
viewers to take part in their actual production, have been highly acclaimed
as pioneering examples of the conceptual art that has emerged as a current
of contemporary art since the 1960s. Since then she has continued to create
new forms of artistic expression unconfined to any specific genre.

Repose for souls and hope for the future: Hiroshima, Nagasaki,
and the Tohoku earthquake

Hiroshima and Nagasaki together constitute one of the greatest tragedies
experienced in the history of mankind. Now we have the recent Tohoku
earthquake that claimed the lives of so many. This exhibition taking Yoko
Ono's message to the world will center on repose for the souls of those who
have experienced these tragedies, and a new installation setting out a path

Yoko Ono and John Lennon
Montreal Bed-In, 1969
Photo by Ivon Sharp
©Yoko Ono

of hope for the future.
● Duration: Saturday Jul 30- Sunday Oct 16, 2011
● Opening hours: 10:00-17:00 (Last Admission 16:30)
● Closed: Monday (except Sep 19 and Oct 10), Sep 20 and Oct 11
● Admission charges: Adults 1,000 (800) yen, College Students 700 (600) yen, High School
Students 500 (400) yen

*Figures in brackets ( ) are the charges for advance-purchase

and groups of 30 or more persons.
● Organizers: The Hiroshima City Museum of Contemporary Art, The Asahi Shimbun
● Sanctioned by: Hiroshima Prefecture, Hiroshima Municipal Board of Education, RCC
Broad Casting Co., Ltd., Hiroshima Television Co.,Ltd., Hiroshima Home Television Co.,Ltd.,
TSS-TV Co.,Ltd., Hiroshima FM Broad Casting Co., Ltd., Onomichi FM Broad Casting Co.,
Ltd.

Wish Trees
Baltic Center of Contemporary Art,
Gateshead, UK, 2009
Courtesy of Yoko Ono
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Trust in the power of human intellect
The 1945 atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were a tragedy
of the greatest magnitude that must never be repeated. Even now, sixty-six
years later, many victims of the violence of atomic weapons are still suffering.
Such is the gravity of the destruction wrought by the A-bomb.
And now the tragedy of the atom is unfolding again, this time triggered by
the forces of nature in the shape of the massive earthquake and tsunami of
March 11.
Yet, I believe that thanks to the remarkable scientific advances of recent
years, coupled with the efforts of many, including you, Japan will go on
to achieve a full recovery and one day rise again.And just as the citizens
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki overcame the tragedy of the bombings,
choosing instead to lead lives of strength and resilience, Japan possesses
the intelligence and courage to build a new nation triumphing over an
environmental problem unprecedented anywhere on the planet.

John Lennon and Yoko Ono
WAR IS OVER!
Times Square, New York, 1969

This recent tragedy involving atomic power is not just a problem for Japan,
but for many nations around the world, particularly the more developed. Thus
the time has come for we Japanese to trust in our own resilience to make a
new beginning, and at the same time share that strength with the rest of the
international community, as, I believe, is our duty.
The strength of the people of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, which has enabled
them to overcome profound sorrow and suffering thanks to an indomitable
spirit and the power of the human mind, offers a ray of hope for the world
today.

White Chess Set (Play It By Trust)
Indica Gallery, London, 1966
Photo by Iain Macmillan
©Yoko Ono

Humanity's greatest wisdom lies in its psychic energy, our superpowers,
if you like, a brilliant intellectual force that emerges from the depths of our
consciousness at times of crisis, and has the power to move mountains
purely by hope.
The time is coming for each of us, every member of the human race, to draw
on those powers, the greatest strength of our intellect.
In a message from Hiroshima and Nagasaki, this is what we must urgently
remind the youth of Japan, and all the people of the world, and exercise our
mutual capabilities to greatest effect, joining forces to save the planet.
We Japanese, having twice been exposed to the horror of the atom in a way
experienced nowhere else, must use the wisdom gained from this painful
experience, allowing our spirits to soar even higher and guide the rest of
mankind along the path of hope, for the sake of the people and flora and
fauna of our planet.
Hoping that my love will help you draw on your own personal superpowers.
Summer 2011
Yoko Ono

IMAGINE PEACE TOWER
Videy Island, Reykjavik, Iceland
Photo by Tetsuro Hamada
Courtesy of Yoko Ono
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Purpose
This project aims to honor the achievements of artists and extol the possibilities
of contemporary art and expression by awarding the Hiroshima Art Prize to the
candidate who best expresses the “Spirit of Hiroshima.” A subsequent solo
exhibition of the winner’s work will be held at the Hiroshima City Museum of
Contemporary Art, which will increase awareness of both the artist’s work and
the mission of the Hiroshima Art Prize and its significance.
Selection criteria

The 1st Hiroshima Art Prize
ISSEY MIYAKE 1990

(1) An individual or a group actively engaged in art worldwide (two-dimensional,
three-dimensional, design, fashion, etc.)
(2) An individual or a group engaged in creative activities related to the “Spirit of
Hiroshima” or peace, and whose achievements are considered to correspond to
the purpose of the Hiroshima Art Prize.
(3) An individual or a group whose achievements are considered to be
appropriate for exhibition.
(4) There are no restrictions on nationality or age.
Selection procedures
The artists recommended by the Hiroshima Art Prize Candidates Recommending
Committee, consisting of museum directors and art critics from various

The 4th Hiroshima Art Prize
KRZYSZTOF WODICZKO 1999
Public Projection, Hiroshima

countries, are presented to the Hiroshima Art Prize Candidates Selecting
Committee, made up of Japanese museum directors and art critics, who then
choose the prospective winners. Based on the result of this selection, the
Hiroshima Art Prize Organizing Committee makes the final selection of the prize
winner. The Hiroshima Art Prize is awarded once every three years.
Past recipients
● The 1st Hiroshima Art Prize recipient: Issey Miyake (fashion/ Awarded in 1989)
● The 2nd Hiroshima Art Prize recipient: Robert Rauschenberg (fine art/
Awarded in 1992)

The 5th Hiroshima Art Prize
DANIEL LIBESKIND 1999
Jewish Museum Berlin

● The 3rd Hiroshima Art Prize recipient: Nancy Spero & Leon Golub (fine art/
Awarded in 1995)
● The 4th Hiroshima Art Prize recipient: Krzysztof Wodiczko (fine art/ Awarded
in 1998)
● The 5th Hiroshima Art Prize recipient: Daniel Libeskind (architecture/ Awarded
in 2001)
● The 6th Hiroshima Art Prize recipient: Shirin Neshat (fine art/ Awarded in 2004)
● The 7th Hiroshima Art Prize recipient: Cai Guo-Qiang (fine art/ Awarded in
2007)
Hiroshima City Museum of Contemporary Art
Curatorial Staffs: Yukie Kamiya (Chief Curator ), Motoko Suhama (Curator, Hiroshima Art Prize)
PR Officers: Akiko Goto
1-1 Hijiyama Koen, Minami-ku, Hiroshima City, Hiroshima, 732-0815
Main Phone: 082-264-1121 Direct Phone: 082-264-1146 Fax: 082-264-1198
http://www.hcmca.cf.city.hiroshima.jp/
hcmca@hcmca.cf.city.hiroshima.jp

The 7th Hiroshima Art Prize
CAI GUO-QIANG 2008
Unmanned Garden

